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We hear a lot of talk these days about freedom, about political freedom at least, 

freedom from government overreach.  Such freedom is a wonderful thing, 

something well worth fighting for if one does not have it, and something worth 

every effort to preserve if he does.  Like good health, however, freedom of any 

sort is often not fully appreciated until it is gone, and, sadly, it can go very quickly. 

But what is freedom?  For all the talk we hear about freedom, we are far from all 

talking about the same thing.  People have very different ideas of freedom, of 

what it means to be free, and in this article I propose to talk about four of those 

ideas, namely, freedom (a) to a socialist, (b) to an anarchist, (c) to a libertarian, 

and (d) to a biblical Christian.  The last of these is a much broader subject and 

stretches well beyond individual rights and duties within the political realm. 

Freedom to a socialist, first of all, is really freedom from having to think critically 

about anything and from having to accept any great measure of responsibility 

whether for himself or others.  This ideology is very appealing to many people, 

attracting those who are lazy or fearful and who like the notion that there will 

always be others there to provide for them.  Oh, the socialist knows that he will 

have to work alright, to contribute some minimum standard of productivity to 

appease the state, but he likes to think that government (whom he regards as his 

“big brother”) is the great and always reliable protector for both him and his 

family.  What he is promised – and he is quick to believe – is that big brother will 

put food on his table, pay his bills, educate his children, cover his medical 

expenses, and continue to provide for all his needs even in the care home when 

at last he must go into one.  That to him is freedom, or at least that is how he 

thinks of it until it all falls apart. 

The problem is that socialism has never worked anywhere or at any time in 

history.  It is all a lie, a fabricated story whether of elected officials or of self-

appointed elites to manipulate the masses into serving them, and thus to provide 

themselves with everything they want and by whatever means they can take it.  

While socialism speaks of equality, it is in fact the basis of an entrenched class 

system in which the rich get richer and the poor get poorer.  It robs people of 

incentive, of opportunity to get ahead, and of all hope that things can ever 



change.  “Big brother,” as every socialist regime has boldly demonstrated over 

time, cares for no one but himself and is willing to trample on all the God-given 

rights and liberties of his underlings in order to establish his own sovereign 

powers over them.   

President Reagan used to warn people about this kind of thing, about politicians 

who come to one’s door offering government help.  It is a fair warning because 

men, despite all appearance and studied presentation, are not fundamentally 

good but evil and self-serving (Jeremiah 17:9).  Good political leaders, 

compassionate and unwilling to take a bribe, are an anomaly; we celebrate them 

in recorded history, but they are few and far between.  Most politicians, 

especially with some perceived success in the public eye and an insatiable taste 

for power, will turn on their constituents very quickly in order to achieve their 

own aspirations.  This is why government checks and balances are often written 

into national constitutions, but when these supposedly protected liberties are 

cast aside they can be difficult (if not impossible) to restore. 

Talk to people who have fled socialist countries, and they will tell you that what 

they want and will go to great lengths to achieve is not the freedom of socialism 

but freedom from socialism, from its bondage, tyranny and hopelessness. 

Freedom to an anarchist, secondly, is freedom to do whatever he wants and 

without restriction.  Anarchists want to get rid of all government control, the rule 

of law and every effort to police it.  If this seems extreme, it is.  According to this 

view, freedom is an end in itself, or, even worse, a license to sin. It is no surprise 

therefore that criminals, the fascists of Antifa and other terrorists are attracted to 

it.  One has to wonder, though, how blind to human depravity these people must 

be to suppose that any society could actually prosper, or even survive, without 

due punishment for the crimes they so flagrantly commit.  Are they not aware 

that, what atrocities they bring on others, others will surely impose on them?  Or 

do they think that as long as they stay on top of their game, one step ahead of 

everyone else, they will surely win in the end?  If it is the latter, why is it that no 

one has ever won that game (Hebrews 9:27)?  The proper role of government – 

this is what works, and why it can be an instrument to regulate peace and 

prosperity – is to reward good behaviour and to punish bad behaviour (Romans 

13: 3,4).   



The failure of anarchism, like all creaturely systems, is that it begins with a faulty 

view of fallen man.  The anarchist does not know how corrupt he and everyone 

else is to the core of their being or how the wages of sin is death (Romans 3:23).  

He has never really thought or cared about such things.  His definition of freedom, 

doing whatever he wants without restriction, is actually a form of slavery, a self-

imposed bondage to his own sinful nature like any addiction to a lethal substance.  

It may bring some momentary pleasure, an adrenalin rush and even a vain hope 

that he is creating for himself a more secure future, but in reality he is under the 

wrath of God and subject to eternal condemnation.   

Why is it that a lust for money, or for power, is insatiable, always demanding 

more money or greater power?  It is because the initial pleasure has worn off and 

it seeks another fix.  Such misdirected, short-term pleasure really leads to long-

term sorrow.  Hence a fellow driven by such self-serving desires, and constantly 

repeating the same behaviour, goes from bad to worse.  Even a drug addict will 

come to see in time that he is on a wrong path, but not an anarchist, at least not 

apart from the grace of God.  As might be expected from such a state of delusion, 

blinded as he is by Satan (2 Corinthians 4:3,4), the anarchist does not see the 

need, being left to his own devices – whether by social contract or by special 

revelation from God – to develop responsible and lasting social norms. 

Freedom to a libertarian, thirdly, is every person having absolute authority over 

his own life and liberty to do whatever he wishes with his own person and 

property, as long as he respects the same liberties of others.  This last phrase, “as 

long as he respects the same liberties of others,” is the distinguishing feature of 

libertarianism from anarchism, but it does represent a major breakthrough.  It 

makes room for small government with limited powers, gives place to the rule of 

law and recognizes the need for policing it. 

There are still, however, major flaws with libertarianism.  For one thing, it fails to 

acknowledge that all men are ultimately responsible to God, their Maker and 

Judge, and that even their obedience to the civil magistrate is less than adequate 

unless it is based on a commitment to God Himself.  It is quite wrong, for 

instance, to say that freedom is to have absolute authority over one’s own life 

and property.  It is in God, after all, that we live and move and have our being 

(Acts 17:28).  We are as creatures of the dust subject to Him in every way, wholly 



dependent upon Him for every breath and heartbeat, and fully responsible to Him 

for everything we do, say and even think.  To define freedom, therefore, in terms 

of what man himself wants without reference to what God wants and is fully 

entitled to receive is to miss the mark by a country mile.    

For another thing, along with the other ideologies we have just considered, 

libertarianism fails to see the seriousness of sin, how widespread, deep-rooted 

and utterly destructive it truly is.  It is very naïve for anyone to presume that 

sinners living in a fallen world could ever on their own and by their own means 

build a just society, a culture of peace and growing prosperity.  It has never 

happened, and it never will.  The most civilized countries were initially founded on 

the Word of God and the necessity of keeping His commandments – these 

governments were not perfect, no, but they gave us a good start and something 

to reach out for – the reason for the failure of these same nations today is in their 

moving right away from the Bible into irrational woke mythology.  

I am not suggesting that what we need is a theocracy.  Israel under the old 

covenant was a theocracy, but the Church in new covenant times is instructed to 

acknowledge and submit to the authority of the civil magistrate even in heathen 

lands (1 Peter 2:13-16).  This is not an absolute or unqualified submission (Acts 

5:29), but it does recognize that there is a place for submitting to the magistrate 

as a part of one’s commitment to the Lord (Romans 13:1-7).  It is important to 

understand that there is no real freedom in this world without it being governed 

and carefully supervised.  Libertarianism can be most appealing to people, and 

may very well seem the right way to go, at least until they come to think through 

it a little more and realize (if they ever do) that man is not “basically good” as he 

likes to think himself to be (Romans 3:10-18), nor is he capable in his morally 

degenerate state of creating that new earth where righteousness dwells. 

This brings us, fourthly and finally, to biblical Christianity.  Freedom to the 

Christian who is committed to the full inspiration and authority of Holy Scripture, 

and who seeks consistently to live by it, is altogether different from what he hears 

about freedom in the world around him, and it is by his own study of the 

Scriptures that he has come to see this to be so.  Moreover, this God-honouring 

and Bible-based freedom begins at a different starting point, proceeds along a 

very different path and takes him to a completely different place. 



To understand biblical freedom we have to go back to Adam and Eve in the 

Garden of Eden.  Adam was created sinless, and was therefore free.  When he ate 

the forbidden fruit, however, he became a sinner and lost that freedom.  His sin, 

in turn, was then imputed to all his descendants, and hence all the rest of us are 

born into sin.  He fell into it, we are born into it.  This is a tragic story, to be sure, 

but it does not have to end that way.  On the very day that Adam plunged himself 

into sin, making him and all his posterity subject to death, God promised to send a 

Redeemer, Eve’s own Seed who would crush Satan and destroy all the powers of 

evil (Genesis 3:15).  There would be no salvation and freedom for anyone apart 

from Him, but there would also be no loss of such benefits for anyone in Him. 

When this Redeemer came into the world in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

fully God and fully man, He first fulfilled all righteousness and then offered 

Himself up on the cross to pay the penalty for the unrighteousness of all whom 

His Father would give to Him and was pleased to save.  Their sins were at that 

time imputed to Christ, and on the cross of Calvary He paid their penalty in full 

(John 19:30).  In the Father’s appointed time, and each one of them in his own 

generation, they would come under conviction and be converted, and, when that 

happened, the perfect righteousness of Christ would now be imputed to them.  

Think of it, they go from being unrighteous in the first Adam to being declared 

through faith fully righteous in Christ – the last Adam! (See 2 Corinthians 5:21.) 

Freedom to such people is not a license to sin, or even (as others might think of it) 

a freedom to go their own way, but freedom from their previous bondage to sin, 

freedom to do the will of God, God working in them to will and to do His good 

pleasure (Philippians 2:13).  Being made so willing in a day of God’s power, this 

now is what they want above everything else.  Oh, they are still sinners, sinners 

saved by grace, and they will continue to suffer the afflictions of this fallen world 

as long as they continue to live in it, but now they have a new life and power in 

Christ.  They testify that, for them, to live is Christ (Philippians 1:21), that they 

count everything else as loss for Christ (Philippians 3:7-11), and that, as weak as 

they are in themselves, they can fight the good fight of faith and overcome 

through Christ who gives them strength (Philippians 4:13).  

Do you know such freedom?  If you do, fear God and keep His commandments 

(Ecclesiastes 12:13); if you do not, you will find it only in Christ (John 3:35,36)!  



 


